
The NOAA Fisheries Service poster “Green Seas Blue Seas: Cali fornia Current, Changing by Degrees” depicts changing oceanographic regimes along the U.S. west coast using different shades of color : green for high ocean productivity and blue for low ocean productivity. The images i l lustrate the different species 
that f lourish as ocean conditions change in the California Current, which f lows along the west coast from British Columbia to Baja Cali fornia. The poster also i l lustrates the heritage of f ishing and f isheries research through images of historic and current vessels, technologies and people . Together, these images depict 

the connectivity between humans, marine animals, and cl imate change, following the legendary sardine f ishery that crashed off Monterey, Cali fornia, in the 1940’s, and eventually returned as the system recovered through enhanced scientif ic knowledge, better management, and changing ocean conditions.

Original artwork by Ray Troll .  Poster design by Karen Lybrand.  The “Green Seas Blue Seas” poster was produced by NOAA Fisheries Service’s Southwest Fisheries Science Center, which provides scientif ic advice for the conservation and management of f isheries and protected species 
in the California Current, throughout the Pacif ic Ocean, and in the Southern Ocean off Antarctica. Additional funding was provided from the NOAA Preserve America Initiative and the NOAA Fisheries Service Internal Education Fund.
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starry flounder Platichthys stellatus;  blood star  Henricia leviuscula; 
bat star  Asterina miniata;  giant spined star  Pisaster giganteus; 

sunflower star  Pycnopodia helianthoides;  ochre star  Pisaster ochraceus; 
giant green anemone  Anthopleura xanthogrammica;  purple sea urchin 

Strongylocentrotus purpuratus;  sponge  Haliclona sp.

Market squid  Doryteuthis (formerly Loligo) opalescens dungeness crab  Cancer magister
starry flounder  Platichthys stellatus 

king salmon  Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
anchovY  Engraulis mordax

NOAA Ship  David Starr Jordan
California Gull  Larus californicus

ARGO float    

Crystal jellyfish  Aequorea victoria
Purple striped jellyfish  Chrysaora colorata

moon jellyfish  Aurelia sp.
prowfish  Aetapcus maculatus

basking shark  Cetorhinus maximus
krill  Euphausia pacifica;

jack mackerel  Trachurus symmetricus

Lingcod  Ophiodon elongatus

Black-footed Albatross  Phoebastria nigripes
Pacific pompano (butterfish)  Peprilus simillimus
XantuS’S MurrElet  Synthliboramphus hypoleucus
RhinoCEROUS Auklet  Ptychoramphus aleuticus

RhinoCEROUS  Auklet  Ptychoramphus aleuticus
anchovY  Engraulis mordax

Leatherback turtle  Dermochelys coriacea
Moon jellyfish  Aurelia sp. 

Eastern Pacific brown sea nettle  Chrysaora fuscescens 

great white shark  Carcharodon carcharias
northern elephant seal  Mirounga angustirostris

China rockfish  Sebastes nebulosus
giant kelp  Macrocystis pyrifera 

albacore  Thunnus alalunga
market squid  Doryteuthis (formerly Loligo) opalescens

abalone free-diver from Japan  Homo sapiens
red abalone  Haliotis rufescens

sarcastic fringehead blenny  Neoclinus blanchardi
SUNBURST anemone  Anthopleura sola

white plume anemone  Metridium senile

INVERTEBRATE PLANKTON AND ICHTHYOPLANKTON 
lion’s mane nudibranch  Melibe leonina;  Ocean sunfish  Mola mola;  

Pacific grenadier  Coryphaenoides acrolepis;  diatom;  
dinoflagelatte;  Pacific black smelt  Bathylagus pacificus;  

BRACHIOPOD;  Saury egg  Cololabis saira

cabezon  Scorpaenichthys marmoratus
harbor seal  Phoca vitulina

bull kelp  Nereocystis luetkeana
kelp poacher  Agonomatus mozinoi

anchovY  Engraulis mordax
albacore tuna  Thunnus alalunga

flag rockfish  Sebastes rubrivinctus
California halibut  Paralicthys californicus 

 

mola mola (ocean sunfish)  Mola mola Pacific sardine  Sardinops sagax 
seiner

purse seine net

sea otter  Enhydra lutris;  
purple sea urchin  Strongylocentrotus purpuratus; 

red sea urchin  Strongylocentrotus franciscanus;  sea fan  Muricea appressa;   
sea peach  Halocynthia aurantia;  acorn barnacle   Balanus glandula

California sea cucumber  Parastichopus californicus

sperm Whale  Physeter macrocephalus
jumbo (Humboldt) squid  Dosidicus gigas

mahi mahi (dorado, common dolphinfish)  Coryphaena hippurus
California flyingfish  Cheilopogon pinnatibarbatus 

swordfish  Xiphias gladius
albacore  Thunnus alalunga

thresher shark  Alopias pelagicus
Pacific sardine  Sardinops sagax

Pacific mackerel  Scomber japonicus
Pacific sardine  Sardinops sagax

Common Murre  Uria aalge

California sea lion  Zalophus californianus
giant kelp  Macrocystis pyrifera 

Steinbeck’s  Western Flyer 
Pacific sardine  Sardinops sagax

 

striped marlin  Tetrapturus audax
Pacific sardine  Sardinops sagax

yellowfin tuna  Thunnus albacares
skipjack tuna  Katsuonus pelamis

loggerhead turtle  Caretta caretta
pelagic Red crab  Pleuroncodes planipes

Blue whale  Balaenoptera musculus Red-tailed TropicBird  Phaethon rubricauda
R/V  Black Douglas  

Western Gull  Larus occidentalis
Cook’s Petrel  Pterodroma cookii

loggerhead turtle  Caretta caretta
Pacific sardine  Sardinops sagax

seiner Sardinops
Brown Pelican  Pelecanus occidentalis

Western Gull  Larus occidentalis
Cannery Row in monterey, california

California sheephead  Semicossyphus pulcher
giant sea bass  Stereolepis gigas 
giant kelp  Macrocystis pyrifera 

loggerhead turtle  Caretta caretta
Purple striped jellyfish  Chrysaora colorata

Pacific sardine  Sardinops sagax

opah (moon fish)  Lampris guttatus Garibaldi juvenile and adult  Hypsypops rubicundus
bocaccio  Sebastes paucispinis
giant kelp  Macrocystis pyrifera

short-beaked common dolphin  Delphinus delphis
Pacific sardine  Sardinops sagax

hard-hat abalone diver  Homo sapiens 
giant Kelpfish  Heterostichus rostratus

giant Kelp  Macrocystis pyrifera

http://swfsc.noaa.gov/greenseas-blueseas/



